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Literally Analysis: Aeneid
One of the distinguishing characteristics of the Romans was their ability to conquer and rule other societies across Europe. Through their journeys across different communities, they conquered and amassed wealth and a reputation, which exceeded their reach. The Aeneid is an excellent Latin poem composed by Virgil that explores the life of Aeneas and his travels across Italy, where he became a Romans' ancestor (Camps). The Aeneid is one of the best works of literature by Virgil, which is able to describe the lifestyles or Romans from different perspectives. Virgil is able to show the themes of violence & conflict and pietas by the use of different literary devices, including similes, metaphors, alliteration, and symbolism. Through these devices, Virgil is able to address the main themes as well as pass his message to the audience. 

The poem is divided into two parts, with part one exploring the journey of Aeneas and part two exploring his war in Latium. In the second part of the book, violence and conflict are explored as Aeneas fights for the people of Rome in the hope that he secures them a land that is better their survival. To address the theme of conflict and violence, Virgil explores how the Trojan war and destruction of Troy initiated violence and Aeneas'. Although Aeneas knows that they have already lost, he encourages his men "defend/ A city lost in flames. Come, let us die,/ We'll make a rush into the thick of it" (Fitzgerald, 469-471). In this context, the author uses metaphor to portray how the city of Troy has been destroyed beyond repair. Aeneas, despite knowing that they have lost motivates his fellow men to fight for their city together and die for it if necessary. Though he does not die for the city then, he sacrifices himself to ensure that his people and descents emerge victorious. 

Another theme that is addressed in the book is the theme of pietas, which addresses a sense of duty. Aeneas is a dedicated servant who fights for the lives of his fellow men. He also shows a sense of duty when he chooses to carry his injured father from Troy after its destruction (Camps). A sense of duty is also portrayed in the following line ""I sail to Italy not of my own free will" (McLeish, 127). Here, Aeneas is dedicated to sail to Italy, not under his own will, but by the will of the gods. To address this theme, Virgil uses similes to show how Aeneas is dedicated to his people. He is compared to a shepherd who stood on a higher ground unawares of what was happening around him. This can also be considered a metaphor because he is likened to a leader while the sheep are his followers. 

Another literary device used to help elaborate on the themes is alliteration. The repetition of syllables in the poem has been done severally. The phrase pious Aeneas is used twenty times in the poem. The repetition of the phrase helps the audience understood the role of Aeneas in Italy. Additionally, the phrase is used to show that he has fulfilled his role as the father of the Romans. In this context, he has fulfilled his sense of duty. A good example is his sacrifice to carry his father from destroyed Troy. Here, he shows his ability to lead and care for those close to him. 

Virgil is also able to use symbolism to elaborate on his theme of pietas. Aeneid explores the struggles of the Trojan people as they gather themselves from the ruins and unite themselves to become the leaders and empires of tomorrow. Aeneas is symbolic of a leader, the light of the people of Rome. Through his dedication, he is symbolic of success and the future wellbeing of future Roman generations. He is also portrayed as the last hope of the Trojans following their defeat and destruction of the Troy city. 

In conclusion, Virgil excellently uses different literary devices to help the audience understand the themes and the message being conveyed. Through the use of symbolism, simile, metaphors,and alliteration, the poet is able to address the themes of conflict & violence and pietas effectively. By using metaphors, Aeneas is able to motivate his fellow Trojans to fight for their city despite that they were on the verge of defeat. There is the use of simile to address the theme of a sense of duty. Alliteration is used to show a sense of duty and dedication to social norms and morals. Lastly, symbolism is used to show his dedication to leadership. 
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